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Jessica: Look! There are goldfish in the pool!

Masato: Yes, that’s the game kingyo-sukui. It’s a traditional Japanese game.

Kingyo ( ) ( ) ,and sukui means scooping in English.

Jessica: Can I try the game?
Masato: Sure. You can try it for only 100 yen. Let’s try!

Jessica: Yeah! I scooped three goldfish! I enjoyed kingyo sukui, thank you.

Masato: You don’t ( ) ( ) return the goldfish back to the pool.
©)

You can take them home in a special bag.

Jessica: Great! I'm going ( ) ( ) after these goldfish at home.
®
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In Japan, the temperature in summer gets too high. Some people get heat stroke even when they are in
their rooms. For that reason we need to use air conditioners more often . But if air
conditioners are used too often, it means that we are using more and more electric energy. It causes an
increase in CO2 that could damage our environment.

One way to solve this problem is the “Green Curtain”. A Green Curtain is made with plants to cover the
windows and walls of a building. When a Green Curtain is made, there are many good changes. The plants
protect the building from the strong sunshine and stop the temperature of the room from going up. The
water that evaporates from the plants also helps the room to stay cool. Plants make oxygen the air that
comes through the Green Curtain. They hold more oxygen for people to breath. We can also relax by
watching the flowers growing from the plants. All of these good changes don’t use any electricity. This is
great for our environment. Another good thing about the Green Curtain is that we don’t need to buy many
things to start with. All you need is a plant pot, soil, and some plant seeds for growing a Green Curtain.

An elementary school in Tokyo (A ) part in an activity to grow plants covering its outside walls
in 2002. Every day sixth grade students checked cucumbers and dishcloth gourds whose stems spread
over a net from the ground to the third floor. The idea can cut off the sunshine in the summer season and
keep their classrooms cool. Ruriko Kikumoto is a teacher of that school. She got this idea from growing
morning glories at her home. “I spent the summer growing the flowers for shade almost without using air
conditioning” she said. She also said the savings on her electricity bill is “friendly to my wallet”.

Such efforts are spreading. In Kamikita town, Tokushima, the first floor of City Hall [ to / with /
@

bitter melons / cut / covered / was ] air conditioning bills in 2006. More than 130 elementary and junior

high schools in Kyoto joined the green curtain movement in 2007.
Green curtains are wonderful ideas not only for our life but also for our earth. If someone wants to do

something good for the environment, how about starting with the Green Curtain?
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to keep the room cool

to use more energy

to get heat stroke
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to damage the environment
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7 The water from the plants helps the room to stay cool.
4 It produces more oxygen for people to breathe.
J It grows fruit and vegetables that are good to eat.
T

We don’t use electricity so it is good for the environment.

(5) RDODTMNEHETOXDHFNS, TORNBENEALXIZENNTNDEZLEE—KTEIDHDEELT

NT, TOMNRFEEZEERI N,
Green Curtain causes an increase in CO2 instead of oxygen.

Air conditioners help our lives by cutting off strong sunshine.

Students checked vegetables for their lunch at the elementary school in Tokyo.

BAT
7
1
7 We don’t have to buy many things to begin a green curtain.
T
Z Ms. Kikumoto grew flowers as a green curtain at her house.
5

It’s difficult to help the environment with green curtains.
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Yui : Hi, Mike. LNANDZEMTEER Ao
Mike: Hi, Yui. No, I didn’t. T could not sleep well.
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Yui a Because I was excited to take my classes.

Mike b

Did you sleep well?
B (A) KHTIEIRLDEYRTFEEZ, ROTHASIXTOFNSEALT, TONRKE
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™ Why couldn’t you?
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Yui : [ ¢ ]
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Mike d Oh, what classes are you going to take today?
Yui e EEXRIN,
Mike: I'm not sure. Let me check my schedule. I’'m going to take music, Japanese, P.E and English 7 What 4 When ) Where T Why

classes.

(4) KROFEXIL, ZoOLFENTON, YA I7BRELEE, KADT > (Ken) IZ&ESA—IL
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Yui :Oh, you ( & ) going to take a music class. It will be interesting.
@
Mike: Did you take the music class before?

Yui : Yes. Itook the music class before. We played the koto in the class.

Yui : Itis a Japanese traditional musical instrument. Hi, Ken.

Mike: How do you play it? I went to Japan this summer. I took some classes in Japanese high school.

Yui : You use your fingers like playing the guitar. In the music class, I played the koto. The sound of the koto was very beautiful.

Are you interested (Y ) playing it? Tenjoyed (X ) the koto very much.

Mike: Yes I am. I want to try something new in Japan. There ('Y ) many musical instruments in the classroom.

Yui : That’s good. My school has many interesting musical instruments. You can enjoy playing them. I was surprised by them.

There are taiko and shamisen, too. I want to talk more about my memories in Japan.

Mike: Wow. I can’t wait to go to the class. (A ) is the music classroom? SeE Fou.
Yui :It’s on the second floor. I will take you there. Mike

Mike: Thank you.
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